
 GARDEN NOTES 

These notes can be downloaded from the Open Gardens Victoria website 
www.opengardensvictoria.org.au 

Open Gardens Victoria is a not-for-profit organisation that promotes the benefits of gardens and gardening by assisting 
garden owners to open their private gardens to the public. Monies raised at the gate are shared between OGV and the 

garden owner – whose share is often directed to charity. Surplus OGV funds are allocated to horticultural, educational or 
community projects. 

MAWALLOK 

The Mawallok garden is a privately owned country garden surrounding the main homestead of a 
large rural property. The property is approximately 6,000 acres and runs sheep, cattle and a variety 
of crops. The Arts and Crafts style homestead was built in 1909. An earlier homestead is situated to 
the north-west of the present one and there are a number of cottages for employees on the property. 

The garden at Mawallok is approximately seven acres and is laid out in the style of the English 
Landscape Movement. William Guilfoyle (1840-1912) designed it in 1909 for the Russell family who 
had owned the property since 1847. The original plan is believed to still be held by the Russells but 
the planting list has unfortunately been lost. The plan shows a closed garden with serpentine walks 
and palms dotted about the lawn in ‘typical’ Guilfoyle design style. 

In the 1920s the lake was created – designed by Sir John Monash – and the garden opened up to 
give a distant vista across the lake to the hills beyond. At the bottom of the garden is a six-hole golf 
course designed by Major Alex Russell in 1924. The ha-ha wall was constructed around 1937 and 
divides the garden proper from the golf course, allowing an unimpeded view from the house to the 
lake. Beyond the golf course is a natural spring, which flows at the rate of 10,000 gallons an hour. 
This feeds the lake and ensures that the garden is never without water. 

The garden has undergone some changes particularly in the 1930s when it was ‘simplified’. The 
palms were removed, serpentine walks were straightened and steps from the terrace to the main 
lawn were changed. In 1980 the present owners’ family purchased the property and in 1983 the 
paths were returned as near as possible to their original serpentine form, the terrace steps 
redesigned and a stone and timber pergola was built. The former rose parterre on the east lawn was 
removed and replaced with a stately Copper Beech and a mixed border established below the front 
terrace to provide colour and interest during the summer months when the family spends much time 
outdoors. A Gallipoli Oak (Quercus coccifera subsp. calliprinos) has been identified in the rockery, 
thought to have been propagated from acorns collected by soldiers during the Gallipoli campaign. 

The garden is protected by windbreaks of Monterey and Aleppo Pines, Monterey Cypress, Sugar 
Gums, Osage orange, cypress, privet hedges and stone walls. The designed landscape reflects 18th 
century English Picturesque design principles and later Gardenesque elements, and includes both 
formal and informal design features. The design includes both lawn and en-tout-cas tennis courts, 
curved and straight paths, a rockery and pond, terrace flagstones and bluestone steps, pergola, 
sundial, urns and informally shaped shrubberies around the edge of a sweeping lawn. 

The garden is planted with a vast array of trees and shrubs, herbaceous plants and bulbs. The 
plantings include conifers, palms, deciduous and evergreen species, with variegated and coloured 
foliage, strappy and contrasting leaves and colourful flowering plants. A handsome Horse Chestnut 
dominates the main lawn, which is also framed with Algerian Oaks and Pin Oaks and densely 
planted shrubberies with Pittosporum, Waterhousia, Laurus, Prunus, Arbutus, Corynocarpus, 
Alectryon, Cupressus, Erythrina, Fraxinus, Magnolia and Ulmus species. In March 1996 James 
Guilfoyle, grandson of William Guilfoyle, planted a Chinese Windmill Palm on the western side of the 
garden. Three old Black Mulberry (Morus nigra) trees are found in front of the original bluestone 
homestead. 



 

 

The present policy at Mawallok is to keep, and restore, the garden with planting that is sympathetic 
with Guilfoyle’s intentions, maintaining the character of the garden. In 1982, landscape architect 
John Patrick extensively surveyed the garden and conducted a plant identification program. His plant 
list helped ‘fill the gap’ in the absence of the original information. One new area beyond Guilfoyle’s 
boundary was planted in the north-west corner of the garden in 1985. To the fore is an avenue of 
pleached tilias underplanted with liriope and massed bulbs with herbaceous plants and mixed shrubs 
at the rear. The planting is sympathetic to but clearly different from that of Guilfoyle. 

The house and garden are sited on a rocky barrier and 3,000 dray loads of soil were brought in from 
the paddocks in order to plant up the garden. The soil has a neutral pH thought to lean towards 
alkaline but there are flourishing examples of both lime-loving (e.g. Copper Beech, tilia, acanthus, 
bergenia, buddleia) and acid-loving (arbutus, pieris, camellia) plants. 

One full-time and two part-time gardeners maintain the garden. Specialist contractors, such as 
arborists, help with specific projects. Recent works include the renovation of golf greens and 
fairways, renewal of the en-tout-cas tennis court, formative pruning of shrubs, removal and 
replacement of senescent trees, ongoing replanting of perennials and shrubs and redevelopment of 
the vegetable garden. A new dry garden is in the planning process and some enhancements around 
a new terrace at the north-western end of the house. As the garden is now into its second century, 
‘succession’ plants are being introduced to maintain the appeal for future generations. 

Spring flowering plants and trees at Mawallok: 
Viburnum plicatum 
Viburnum sanguineum 
Phygelius 
Bowkeria verticillata – rockery 
Melianthus major (Honey bush) – rockery and dry garden 
Canna species – Canna Bed 
Roses – border and nursery picking bed 
Hydrangea petiolaris – on south wall of house 
Crambe cordifolia – nursery picking bed 
Cercis siliquastrum (Judas tree) – west walk 
Malus ioensis – koala lawn 
Malus floribunda – nursery lawn 
Laburnum – berberis bed and playhouse bed 
Prunus lusitanica – east walk 
Syringa species (Lilac) 
Gaura – berberis bed 
Berberis darwinii – berberis bed 
Arthropodium – various locations 
Ajuga genevensis – various locations 
Philadelphus mexicanus – west walk 
Nepeta – various locations 
Salvia species – various locations 
 
Other significant trees and points of interest: 
Quercus coccifera subsp. calliprinos (Gallipoli Oak) – rockery 
Fagus sylvatica (Copper Beech) – Copper Beech lawn 
Betula pendula (Silver Birch copse) – west lawn 
Erythrina (Coral Tree) – west walk 
Pleached Tilia – pleached walk 
Taxus baccata (English Yew) hedge – between pleached walk and nursery 
Vitis vinifera (Ornamental Grape Vine) – pergola 
Cedrus atlantica 'Glauca' (Blue Cedar) – playhouse lawn 
  



 
 


